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You have drawn a parallel between Mr. Sauer's remarks on the
Dealers' Act at the Cape and a general education test in an immigra-
tion Act, which would have the effect of preventing an unrestricted
influx of Asiatics into a British Colony. May I remind you that
Mr. Sauer has dealt with a farcical Court of Appeal consisting of preju-
diced persons? I, too, should agree with the hon'ble Member, and
even go further than he has done, when fellow-traders are appointed
a Court of Appeal for the question of a licence being granted to one of
themselves. It is not only hypocrisy1 and humbug2 but downright
injustice. I, however, see nothing wrong in an Immigration Act which
provides against an indiscriminate entry of a class of people, the distinc-
tion being based not on their race or colour but on an educational
qualification. If what my countrymen claim is a quibble, surely the
Parliament of the Colony should have sufficient magnanimity to con-
cede a quibble. The fact is that it is not a quibble. The Colony wishes
to establish a new principle and to draw a sharp colour line. It wishes
to override the late Mr. Rhodes' formula of equal rights for all civilized
men south of the Zambesi, and it wishes also to fundamentally change
the British policy. We would be less than men if, after having suffered
for nearly two years, we were to quietly accept such a violent
departure from British traditions, without making a supreme effort
and without showing to the world that, although our own status can be
made a little more bearable under the new Bill, we would reject the
benefits thereunder, if we cannot successfully oppose the new departure.

You seem to think that Mr. Sorabjee's deportation is the last word
on the interpretation of the Immigrants' Restriction Act. The future
will show whether it is so. In the meanwhile, may I remind you that
Mr. Sorabjee was convicted not under the Immigrants' Restriction
Act as a "prohibited immigrant" but under the Asiatic Act for being an
unregistered Indian. He entered under the Immigrants' Restriction
Act, but he came under the disability imposed on him by the Asiatic
Act, which Mr. Sorabjee would not accept.3

[/ am, etc.,
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1 &2 These wor<Js were used by Sauer in the Gape Legislative Assembly.
5 Ffcfe "TtfaJ of Sorabji Shapurji-II", pp. 356-7 and "Trial of Sorabji Shaptir-